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One of these was apparently a gold refiner, and his basket,
containing his quicksilver, saltpetre, and other things for
the trial of metals, and also the dust of such ore as he had
refined, were found in an Indian basket hidden in the
bushes.

Raleigh's men, being now reassured as to their food
supply, and no doubt heartened by this evidence of the
existence of gold, declared themselves ready to proceed
farther. Having arranged to retain in his service each of
the men amongst the Indians who had been paddling
these canoes for the Spaniards, he dismissed all the others
with presents, and gave them one of the two canoes he had
captured, also sending back in this to his home the Siawa
guide and Ferdinando, the first Indian pilot, together with
a good supply of provisions and a letter which they pro-
mised to deliver to his ships at anchor off Trinidad. The
river expedition then started once more on its way up-
stream under the guidance of the new pilot, whom the
Spaniards had already named Martin. After fifteen days
of voyaging, and many difficulties with the tiresome old
galley, which was perpetually running aground and hav-
ing to be painfully hauled off with ropes and anchors,
they descried afar off the mountains of Guiana, in other
words, the Imataka Hills, which are actually on the north-
western borderland of British Guiana, and have really
turned out to be the gold-bearing region hoped for by
Raleigh. (Their peaks, however, probably do not exceed
2000 feet in height.) They had by now got as far as the
place now called Barrancas, which is at no very great
distance above the branching of the Orinoko delta. Here
they saw three Indian canoes, after which they hastened
with their barge and wherries. Two of them escaped,
but the third one was caught up with, and the interpreter,